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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2014-747
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Crescimbeni 
Date of Introduction: November 12, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: November 14, 2014
Type of Action: City Charter amendment; referendum authorization
Bill Summary: The bill amends City Charter Article 5 – City Council – to create a new Part 2 – Inspector General, subject to voter approval by referendum. The new part provides for the creation of an Office of Inspector General with jurisdiction to promote accountability, integrity and oversight of the entire consolidated government, including all of the City’s constitutional officers, independent authorities and appointed commissions, including the School Board. The office has the power to review and evaluate internal controls and procedures; to audit and investigate financial and performance activities of City officials and City contractors and subcontractors; to establish a complaints hotline; to make referrals to the Office of Ethics, Compliance and Oversight; to make referrals to law enforcement agencies where criminal conduct is suspected; to recommend operational and performance improvements; to monitor and inspect procurement processes and contract compliance; and to make reports to City officials and to the general public. The amendment establishes qualifications for the Inspector General and creates an Inspector General Selection and Retention Committee to fill the position, which appointment must be confirmed by City Council, for a term of 4 years. It provides for a removal of an Inspector General by a majority vote of the IG Selection and Retention Committee with confirmation by the City Council. The bill authorizes the Supervisor of Elections to place the referendum on the March 24, 2015 City election ballot and authorizes the appointment of a Referendum Fiscal Impact Committee to provide the required fiscal estimate.
Background Information: By Ordinance 2014-519-E the City Council amended City Charter Article 1 – Government and Ethics – to insert provisions regarding an Office of Inspector General into Chapter 2 – Ethics. This bill provides for a relocated IG Office in the City Council chapter of the Charter having substantially similar powers, duties and authority, with the significant exception being that this bill provides that the IG’s jurisdiction extends to all of the City’s constitutional officers, independent authorities and appointed commissions, including the School Board.
Policy Impact Area: Inspector General’s powers and scope of jurisdiction
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined – the expansion of covered agencies and offices would presumably require additional resources and personnel beyond what has previously been appropriated to cover internal City departments and commissions.
Analyst: Clements
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